
English 11/12 Essentials 
Course Syllabus 

2020-2021 
  

Instructor: Ms. Huss 
Room #: 611 
Phone: (480) 575-2477 
Email Address: ahuss @ccusd93.net 
Office Hours: By appointment 
  
I am here for YOU!!! If you do not understand something, need extra help, or want to review, please come to 
me. You may call or email me. I will make every effort to help you. You just have to let me know 
  
Course Description: 
The focus of English 11/12 Essentials is to build reading, writing, and speaking skills that translate to real world 
scenarios. 
  
Grading Policies: 

Grades are calculated on a weighted system. Formal assessments will be worth 50% of your grade and informal                  
assessments (everything else: assignments, bell work, discussion questions, projects, etc.) will be worth 50%.              
Every activity has learning value; however, not every activity has grade book value. Emphasis is placed                
on learning and retaining the content material.  

 
Formal Assessments include: tests, vocabulary quizzes, presentations, writing assignments, and the           
final exam. Students are not permitted to retake formal assessments, nor are they able to earn back                 
partial credit for assessment corrections. 
Informal Assessments include: homework/classwork, writing preparation, and class discussions.  
 

Grades are located online. It is the student’s responsibility to check grades frequently in case of error.  
 
Extra credit is not assigned to individual students but may be available as bonus questions on tests or quizzes. 
 
An assignment is considered late when it is not turned in on the day it was due. All late work will earn half                       
credit. 
 
Aside from larger assignments, writing assignments, and discussion questions graded on a rubric, students do               
not earn partial credit. 
 
Grade Categories and Percentages: 

100% to 90% = A  Formal Assessments 50% 
89% to 80% = B               Informal Assessments 50% 
79% to 70% = C 
69% to 60% = D   
Below 60% - F 



Attendance Policy: 
Per the student handbook, if a student has an absence he/she will be allowed to make up the work as long as the                       
work is completed in the allotted amount of time. Work not turned in due to an absence must be turned in                     
on the day returning to class. Unexcused absences will result in NO credit for the work done in class that day.                     
This includes assessments. If a student is absent more than ten days during the semester, they may lose                  
credit for the course, per CCUSD policy. 
  
If a student is absent, it is their responsibility to seek out any make-up work, assignments, or notes and to attend                     
office hours if questions arise. If a student is absent on the day of an assessment, it is their responsibility to                     
arrange a time to make up the assessment in office hours. 
  
If a student is not in class when the bell rings, they will be considered tardy. 
  
School Absence Policy: 
Students are responsible for contacting teachers to complete missed work. Parents can e-mail teachers to request                
homework to pick up during a student’s absence. For every day of excused absence, a student has two days to                    
make up homework, classwork, quizzes, and tests (parents have 24 hours to contact the school to excuse the                  
absence). Work previously assigned with a due date during an absence is due on the first day of his/her return to                     
school (including suspension dates). Be advised that each department, which assigns extended projects, has              
specific deadline dates. All make up work from an excused absence is eligible to receive full credit if completed                   
and turned in within the 2 day window. Some courses such as 
Honors, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate and Dual Enrollment courses have numerous           
long-term projects or portfolios, which may have absolute deadlines. Students will be advised of these               
project/portfolio deadlines in the course syllabus or on grading outlines and will be expected to turn in                 
projects/portfolios prior to the designated date for credit regardless of days absent. Assignments, tests, quizzes               
not completed within the 2 day window will receive a zero. (Ref: Board Policy JH-R) 
  
Academic Integrity Policy: 
A student may be subject to disciplinary action when the student engages in any of the following forms of 
academic misconduct: 

Lateness - For missing or leaving school or class without permission or excuse. 
Cheating - Including but not limited to copying, using unauthorized help sheets and the like, illegally 
obtaining tests in advance, substituting for a test-taker, and other forms of unauthorized collusion. 
Plagiarism - Representation of the ideas or work of another person as his/her own. 
Collusion - Supporting malpractice by another student as in allowing one’s work to be copied or 
submitted for assessment by another. 
Duplication of work - Presentation of the same work for different assessment components and/or 
requirements. 
Fabrication of Data - Manufacturing data for a table, survey, or other such requirement. 
Any behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a student and/or affects the results of another student. 

  
Cactus Shadows High School takes academic dishonesty seriously. Any violation of this policy will result in                
a zero for the assignment/assessment for a first offense, a zero for the assignment/assessment and short term                 
suspension for a second offense and a loss of credit for the semester course (.5) and short term suspension for a                     
third offense. 



Students who share assignment/assessment information with other students via pictures, paper or electronics             
will receive a zero on the assignment/assessment and a short term to long term suspension (prior academic                 
misconduct referrals from any other school or CCUSD grade level will be considered). 
  
Under NO circumstance are students allowed to “share” answers on assignments, warm ups (bellwork), labs,               
quizzes, or tests. Additionally, students should not be in possession of other students’ papers. The use of                 
textbooks or “cheat sheets” for tests or quizzes is also not permitted. Students will receive NO CREDIT for any                   
of the items described above, as well as, for talking during a quiz or test. Whenever two people are involved in a                      
cheating episode, BOTH the person providing the answer and the person receiving the answer will earn NO                 
CREDIT. Parents will be notified and a referral to the appropriate administrator will be written. A second                 
offense may result in a short term suspension for up to nine days, as per CCUSD policy. 
  
Disclaimer:  
Course information listed in this syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. The instructor 
will explain the rationale for any variance as it occurs. 
  
  
  
  
 
  

Syllabus Acknowledgement 
  

I have read all components of English 11/12 Essentials syllabus and understand and accept the policies and 
procedures outlined above. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Name (please print)                        student signature                                                  Date 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Guardian Name (please print)                      guardian signature                                               Date 
  
 


